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NOTE

Mr. Hoff is an active radio amateur and a
recognized authority in the field of ama.
teur radioteletype. Articles by Mr. Hoff
have appeared in leading publications for
several years providing major contributions
to the technical advancement and ever-
increasing popularity of RTTY, As a
service to the amateur, Frederick Elec-
tronics Corporation has persuaded Mr.
Hoff to prepare the material in this booklet,
thus making available a reference of con-
siderable value to the novice and experi-
enced radioteletype enthusiast,

frederick electronics corporation

frederick, maryland
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An Introduction to

AMATEUR RADIOTELETYPE

Irvin M. Hoff, K8DKC

Amateur radioteletype is one of the most
fascinating hobbies available today. Watch-
ing a machine print a message automatically
from some remote point thrills the average
person immensely, whether young or old.
This is true whether the mesage is coming
from the next room or from around the
world. Most people have visited at one time
or other a newspaper office or radio station
where the Teletype machines were clacking
away with incoming news from various “wire
services” such as Associated Press and
United Press to mention a couple. Persons
who normally have little or no interest in
other forms of commercial or amateur com-
munications will stare at such a machine for
extended periods of time, captivated by the
knowledge it is constantly printing informa-
tion of interest. Even if a machine is con-
stantly repeating test information such as
“THE QUICK BROWN FOX (etc.)”, in-
dividuals will watch the printer indefinitely.

As is true with any hobby, amateur radio-
teletype will probably appeal to only a
limited number of individuals who will wish
to obtain the equipment and use it on
amateur frequencies to “talk with” other
equally-interested individuals.

I don’t know what type of individual this
person may be, but this booklet is being
written for him—to give an overall picture
of what is being done with amateur radio-
teletype today as well as background infor-
mation which will enable this person to as-
semble, connect and operate the necessary
equipment to not only print incoming radio-
teletype signals but to transmit as well,
assuming he is already a licensed radio
arfiateur.

Perhaps we should point out that it takes
no license to merely copy signals from the
air, as it is possible some readers may wish
only to receive and not transmit—several of
my friends are not radio amateurs at all,
but are still capable of printing conversa-
tions from amateurs,

FORMS OF AMATEUR RADIO

There are nearly as many different aspects
of amateur radio as there are amateurs with
imagination. Some individuals like to handle
traffic from the servicemen overseas; some
are interested in Civil Defense work; some
see how many foreign countries they can
contact; some like to use Morse code while
others prefer voice communication: some
like to buy all their equipment and a few
build everything; some fellows are primarily
interested in technical subjects while others
prefer talking about the weather; some
branch off into associated fields such as
moon bounce, v.h.f, research, amateur tele-
vision and of course our present discussion
—amateur radioteletype.

This list is far from complete but shows
the versatility that is available to the en-
thusiast interested in radio communication.
Eventually such a person will necessarily
develop an interest in one of the aspects of
amateur radio perhaps more than the others,
particularly if that aspect offers at the same
time an opportunity for personal pleasure
as well as advancement of skills and knowl-
edge.

Just picking up this publication shows
some interest in the field of radioteletype
by the reader, so perhaps it is now time to
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